Michigan's free tax-filing program goes live today

CUNA News Now

NORTHVILLE TOWNSHIP, Mich. (1/17/06)--The Michigan Credit Union League's free Web-based income tax-filing program for low-incomers is set to go online today.

The program, "Just File It," is part of the league's Community Reinvestment Initiative. The service helps low-income filers complete federal and state tax returns and maximize their credits and benefits, said the league (Michigan Monitor Jan. 16).

The University of Michigan's Michigan Poverty Law Program is working with the league and the software author, Legal Aid Society of Orange County, to coordinate the project.

The launch date originally was for Jan. 15, but since it was a Sunday and Monday was a holiday, the league moved the date.

"The response to the Just File It program from credit unions has been overwhelming," said league Association Services Vice President Lori Bahnmueller. "It's obvious that this program is filling a need, and Michigan credit unions can be proud of the role they're playing in helping low-income individuals."

The program--which uses a computer, Internet access, web browser and printer--complements the efforts credit unions have made with helping the underserved get access to their Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) through partnerships with IRS' Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program, she added.

